thinking. Important writings such as those by Peter BIos on Ego Ideal, Margaret Mahler's Symbiosis and Individuation, and interesting papers on Depression and Infantile Neurosis.
A third section is on Aspects of Normal and Pathological Development and includes writings on the concept and fetishism of transitional objects, creativity and group rearing.
A fourth section in Clinical Contributions includes universal anal fantasies, the psychotherapy of a blind boy, a promiscuous girl, -the concept of 'borderline' in children, and a fifth section has a number of articles on the literature and a delightful view of the rhymes and rhythms of rope or skipping games. This is a handy well-prepared summary of all the articles in these Volumes. Few psychiatrists own the whole set of this annual, and therefore the excellence and completeness of these abstracts are a valuable aid in learning about the contents. For those who have the set, the index will direct the reader quickly to topics of particular interest. The search for greater clarity in the meaning of psychopathology is an ongoing process in the field of psychiatry. In this slim volume the author presents a novel approach to the study of psychopathology, using a computer simulation model which proposes to represent a new conjunction of hypotheses. The area of psychopathology selected is the paranoid process, possibly because its phenomenology has relatively more precise boundaries than other conditions. The simulation model is put forward as the first model of psychopathology which has been tested by comparing linguistic behaviour in a psychiatric interview with the linguistic behaviour of paranoid patients. In the author's view, the model has the merit of being explicit, consistent and testable, and combines hypotheses of past and present formulations to present a coherent unified explanation of the paranoid disorder.
There are seven chapters in this book and it begins with an excellent clinical review of the paranoid condition, with a critique of existing psychiatric theories particularly with their lack of 'systemicity', simple quotes and testability. Subsequent chapters provide details of the simulation model to be used, wherein sequences of paranoid symbolic behaviour may be viewed from an information processing aspect. An explanation of symbolic models and the use of symbol processing algorithms and computer programming is given before describing operations involved in language recognition, which is concerned with understanding characteristics of conversational language. The chapter entitled "Validation" describes the use of two groups of psychiatrists -one used to judge machine-mediated interviews and the other to read and rate interview protocol. And finally there is a chapter which provides an overall evaluation of the simulation model.
The author is a professor of psychiatry with a special interest and expertise in the areas of higher mental functions and computer sciences, and has written on the subject of computer models of thought and language. In his book Artificial Paranoia, he has prepared a well-written description of a complex model for studying psychopathology which will undoubtedly arouse interest because of its sharp shift from traditional approaches, as well as its potential for opening fruitful avenues of study. It is likely, however, that behavioural and computer scientists and those in the field of artificial intelligence and philosophy would be most attracted to this book, but for clinical psychiatrists and mental health workers it would have limited interest.
A. Miller, M.D. Toronto, Ontario
The Mountain PeopleCollin M. Turnbull: New York, N.Y., Simon & Schuster, $9.50,1972. This anthropologist's story of the degeneration, in recent decades, of a small tribe, the Ik, once hunters who lived in the mountains in small villages near the boundary of the Sudan, Kenya and Uganda, and now urged by the central government to lead an agricultural life, is basic reading for psychiatrists who are interested in the various defences against the anger of frustration and the sadness of disappointment. The author has previously written two books on small African tribes -one on the pygmies who, although they as well as the Ik show an intense knowledge of nature which they pass on to their children, are not, as are the Ik, deteriorating in a way which is frightening and sad to read about. Many parallels are drawn to reactions of people to stresses, for instance, in concentration camps and following natural disasters.
The author summarizes what he has seen: "They have made a world that was alive, a world that is dead, cold, dispassionate, that is without ugliness because it is without beauty, without hate because it is without love, and is without any realization of truth even, because it simply is.... The Ik have successfully abondoned 'basic' qualities, such as family, cooperative sociality, belief, love, hope, and so forth, for the very good reason that in their context these militated against survival. "
The gloomiest outlook he puts before us is that the Ik show what we must avoid if we are, as he judges us to be, risking developing 'survival only' attitudes and giving up, in his words" ... any sense of social unity involving a shared and mutual responsibility between all members of our society. " W. Clifford Scott, M.D.
Montreal, P.Q.
Every man has a lurking wish to appear considerable in his native place.
Boswell's Life ofJohnson
Letterto Sir Joshua Reynolds, 17 July 1771
